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Scapularians a shiire of all the pions actions which are done 
throughout the whole church of God (page 46), and wouldn't 
that be making more for the Scapularians anyway ?" 

"And, mercy on us," says Pat, " what right has the Pope 
to take their good works off them that does them, to give 
them all to the Scapularians ? Why, if I'd stint the chil- 
der to give the bit to a poor creature on the road, for the 
love of God, what right has the Pope to take that off me 
to give it to them that never done it ? Sure I'm not the 
fool to think the Pope can do that, or that God Almighty 
will let him handle us that sort." 

" Nor I, neither, Pat," said Jem, " for doesn't the Bible 
say that every man ' must appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ ; that every man may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad' (2 Cor. v. 5-10) ; and, sure, how can the Pope go 
«gain that?" 

" Well, now," said Pat, " I mind a story I was reading, 
jn St. Matthew's Gospel, a Sunday, and there was ten vir- 
gins hat was going out to meet the Bridegroom (and that 
was the Lord himself), and they had to fetch lamps with 
them, for l^like it was night, and there was five of them 
had no oil for their lamps, and, the creatures, they just 
wanted to have all in common, but the wise ones wouldn't 
agree to that at all, for they said they hadn't enough to be 
doing that with ; so thera that had no oil didn't get in at 
all, and Jesus Christ said that's just the way it would be 
when he'd be coming in glory ; so it's plain that what's 
borrowed won't stand then, and isn't that enough for 
that?" 

" Well, I think it is, Pat," said Jem, " and so we'll go on 
a bit, for there's more in it yet. Sure here's a chapter to 
say that them that dies in the scapular will never suffer hell 
fire ; and the quare proof the book gives of it, too, for see 
what it says here (p. 48) — ' In the city of Quarena, during 
the procession of tlie holy scapular, which is made on the 
the third Sunday of every month, the devils were heard to 
execrate the holy scapularwith many bowlings and outcries, 
Umentiiig themselves that, by means of this sacred habit of 
the Blessed Virgin, the gates of hell were shut to many- 
persons." 

" And does it mean that them that dies with the scapu- 
lar on will never go to hell, if they were ever so bad ?" said 
Pat. 

" Well them's the words that the Book says the Blessed 
"Virgin spoke to Simon Stock, " in which he that dieth 
thai! not suffer eternal fire," p. 34, said Jem ; but still the 
book won't stand to it all out ; for it says, " it only means 
that if any one that dies with the Scapular on does go to 
hell, it will be his own fault, because God did enough for 
him." (p. 48 and 49.) 

" Well, and wasn't that true for 1230 years before there 
was a Scapular at all," said Pat, " and isn't it true now 
t» them that never saw a Scapular? but I doubt poor Judy 
doesn't take it that way." 

" Well," said Jem, " here's a whole chapter about what 
Judy said," ' that the Blessed Virgin would go down to 
Purgatory to take out the Scapularians the very Saturday 
after they die. And, well, it turns out that that isn't in 
what the Blessed Virgin said to Simon Stock at all ; but 
it was the Popes done that ; and here the book gives us a 
list of five Popes, no less, that all laid it on the Blessed 
Virgin to do that same, (p. 50), and what do you think of 
that Pat?" 

" Why then, Jem," said Pat, " I'd think it a great pity 
that ever they'd die at all, barring of a Friday night." 

" Well, Pat," said Jem, " here's more ; here's a whole 
Aapter of all the indulgences that ever the Popes gave to 
the Carmelites, for the foolishest things that ever you read. 
Sure here's an indulgence of three years to all Christians, 
let alone Carmelites, for every time they call the Carmelites 
' the order of the Blessed Virgin Mary ;' now un't that 
easy got?" 

"Well, salvation's cheap by the Scapular anyway," 
Mtid Pat. 

" I'm thinking it's not, Pat," said Jem, " for if the Bible's 
ftne, the Scapular will, may be, cost their souls to tliem 
Ant trusts in it." 

" And is there any more in it?' said Pat 

" ' Deed is there," said Jem, " sure here's a whole 
chapter, to show that the Scapular is good against ' devils, 
and fire, and water, and wild l>easts, and sickness, and 
witchcrafts, and danger in child -bed, and pistol shots and 
many other ill accidents (p. 71.) ; and here's stories for 
tiiem all: first and foremost, here's a story of a man 
that was shot with a pistol and two bullets in it, and 
the minute he was shot he just felt the two bullets fall 
down into his breeches ; and when he got home, he found 
they just hit on the Scapular." 

" Stop a bit, Jem, " said Pat, " wouldn't that be the 
fine thing for Mr. Collins, the agent, that's shot at so 
often ; I'm thinking if that was true, he'd be a Scapulariau 
himself." 

" That would be the thing for the agents, Pat," said 
J«n, "but here's more stories for you; here's a poor 
MIow that was kept alive by the Scapular for four liours 
after the whole heart was shot out of him bv a cannon ball ; 
•ad sure it was the pity that he died at all ; and here's a 
man got out of the sea by it, and here's a great fire put 
out by it." 5 F 

" Well, that won't do anyway," said Pat, didn't I know 
Peter Brady that took his family off to America, and 
mtren't they all Scapularians, and didn't the ship take 



(ire before they got out of Liverpool, and wasn't there 
both fire and water there to try the Scapular on, and 
weren't they all drowned." 

" I mind that well, too, Pat," said Jem, " and, sure 
enough, it did them little good, the creatures." 

" But what have the Scapularians to do for all this ?' 
said Pat. 

" Why, just not one haporth, but only to wear the Sca- 
pular on their backs, for it won't do no good at all if its 
wore on the breast ; (p. 50), sure here it is, ' it sufficcth 
that the Scapular be received lawfully, and worn devoutly, 
without any other obligation' (p. 60) ; only if they want 
to get out of Purgatory on the first Saturday, they must 
fast on Wednesdays, or else say the office of the Blessed 
Virgin, which they please ; but they must do neither the 
one nor the other to be kept out of hell. 

" Well, isn't it the poor thing that creatures like Judy 
should he striving to get salvation by the Scapular, and not 
knowing nor tliinking about the Hood of Jesns Christ," 
said Pat ; " and isn't it the poor thing that the clergy has 
never one word to say agjn' books like that, and if a 
Bible turns up afore them, they're ready to hunt it like a 
m.ad dog; surely there's something wanting to set it 
right." 

" And with all, Pat," said Jem, " there's something in 
the Scapular itself that won't fit father John." 

" And what's that, Jem ?" said Pat. 

" Here it is, Pat," said Jem, " ' those that visit our 
churches (that's the Carmelite chiu-ches), and pray for the 
ordinary necessities, may free a soul out of Purgatory 
every Wednesday throughout the whole year,' and where's 
the call for buying masses if that's true ?" 

" Well," said Pat, "if the people once come to take to 
that plan, isn't it father John that will hunt the Scapular 
out of the parish." 

"It might be better nor hunting the readers," said 
Jem. So Pat and Jem parted for tliat night. 
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We have been so much occupied hitherto in our 
efforts to induce our fellow-countrymen to dis- 
cuss, in a more calm and amicable spirit, the 
differences existing between them in religious 
matters, that, perhaps, we may have appeared to 
some of our readers as applying ourselves too 
much to the mere intellect, and too little to the 
heart, and to be more anxious to disprove 
error, than directly to advocate truth. We can 
assure our readers, however, ihat the notion of 
the affections being out of place in religion is 
not one that we recognize as a sound one. AVe 
are fully persuaded that those who would ex- 
clude from the service of religion so important 
a part of the composition of man as his feelings 
and affections, have wholly mistaken the cha- 
racter of Christianity, undervalue her strength, 
and are ignorant of her true power. It is, we 
strongly feel, the peculiar glory and the special 
office of Christianity to bring all the faculties of 
our nature into their just subordination and 
dependence, and restore the whole man, complete 
in all his functions and faculties, of heart as well 
as understanding, to the service and glory of 



God. 



It was, therefore, with a feeling rather of 
pleasure than surprise, that we received a letter, 
which our readers will find in another colunin, 
signed Debmot M'Manus, in which he accuses 
us of prudently keeping clear of the arguments 
derivable from the feelijigs, or, as he calls them, 
the internal convictions o( Roman Catholics that 
their religion is true. The importance of the 
subject may justify us in calling especial atten- 
tion to this letter as well as to what we shall 
say in reply to it, though, we confess, we are 
surprised that a gentleman .«o candid and fair- 
minded, as we take 3Ir. M-M.*nus to be, should 
have hazarded a representation of our religious 
opinions so utterly erroneous, so wholly unlike tho 
real state of the case as that contained in his let- 
ter. We are still more surprised at his strange 
assumption, that we ourselves must allow that the 
character of the system which we have always 
supported is one unable to make any solid im- 
pression on the heart and affections. So far 
from allowing this, we earnestly maintain that 
those grand truths of the Gospel of tlie grace of 
God, which we seek and have always sought, to 
preserve in their simplicity and integrity, free 
from all human additions and corruptions, are ex- 
actly those most calculated in their own nature, 
and most effectual, as proved by experience, to 
stir up the heart of the believer to its inmost 
depths, and influence, and purify while they in- 
fluence, his noblest affections and highest 
©nersies. 

Without anticipating the argument of onr cor- 
respondent, we would avail ourselves of this op 
portunity of stating distinctly the class of truths 
we refer to. They are happily those on which all 
pious and real Christians, of whatever creed, may, 
we hope, agree, and which centre on the person 
of God our Saviour. The Divinity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ — his true humanity — his love for 
men prompting him to lay down his life for their 
sakes — the offering of his atoning blood in re- 
conciling sinners to God — the free pardon offered 
to all who have faith in that precious blood, andara 
obedient to the truth — the sanctifying and con- 
soling influences of God the Spirit — together 
with the sacramental and other means of graca 
which the Christian has provided for him in 
what we hold to be tlie church of Christ, and to 
the right and faithful use of which He has pro- 
raised his blessing — these are some of the glo- 
rious truths of God which we believe and cling 
to — which the Apostles believed — which the an- 
cient Fathers believed — which the noble army of 
martyrs believed — which were not only assented 
to by their understanding, but which were re- 
ceived into their heart, and which were found 
mighty, as principles of action, in moulding them 
to habits of piety and virtue. Must these truths 
have lost their power and become inoperative, 
when believed by us, because we are unable to 
hold, along with these doctrines, others which w» 
are persuaded we can prove to be of human in- 
vention ? Can we have no love to our adorabla 
Saviour and Redeemer, our merciful High Priest 
and Mediator, because we refuse to share his work 
and merits with any creature, however exalted, or 
to lavish on such a created being that tribute of 
devout affection which we believe to be due to 
God alone ? We think our readers will see that 
our correspondent has done us an injustice in 
this matter — that there is nothing in the doc- 
trines which we hold (and the greater part of 
which, be it observed, we hold in common with 
Roman Catholics themselves), which can justify 
the charge of ours being a cold, lifeless creed. It 
is possible that many Roman Catholics do not 
know that we have in the Church of England a 
ritual also, sublime in its devout simplicity, 
and breathing the very spirit, and often 
the very language, of primitive piety ? 
Were they also to become intimately acquainted 
with the sacred treasure of the written Word of 
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God, the study of which we have so earnestly 
»nd repeatedly advocated, they would find it to 
be impossible that any true Protestant, who loves 
the Bible, could be satisfied with a religious 
system which did not commend itself to his heart. 
We deem it impossible to look into any part of 
the sacred volume without meeting abundant 
proofs that it is the religion of the affections 
which God particularly requires. " My son, give 
me thine heart." " Tiiou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart." Such are the direct 
and comprehensive claims made on us in the Holy 
Scriptures ; love, zeal, gratitude, joy, hope, trust, 
«re each of them specified, not as weaknesses to 
be tolerated, but as bounden duties enjoined on 
us, and commended to us as our acceptable wor- 
ship. The lively exercise of the feelings towards 
their legitimate object is always spoken of in the 
Holy Scripture with praise, while a cold, unfeel- 
ing heart is represented as highly criminal ; and 
lukewarmness is spoken of as the object of God's 
disgust and aversion ; zeal and love, of his favour 
and delight ; and the taking away the heart of 
stone, and the implanting of a warmer and 
more tender nature in its stead, are specially 
promised as the effects of his returning favour, 
and the work of his renewing grace. 

If we look to the most eminent of the Scripture 
characters we shall find them warm, zealous, and 
affectionate. When engaged in their ftivourite 
work of celebrating the goodness of their Supreme 
Benefactor, their souls appear to burn within 
them, and their hearts kindle into rapture ; the 
forms of language are inadequate to the expres- 
sion of their transports, and they call on all na- 
ture to swell the chorus, and to unite with them 
in hallelujahs of gratitude, and joy, and praise. 
And will it be believed that the system whose chief 
feature it is to encourage and urge every human 
being, prayerfully and constantly, to study and 
imbibe the spirit of this glorious volume, can set 
«t nought or undervalue the religion of the heart. 
It is just because the study of God's Holy Word 
is, in our deliberate judgment, the best fitted in- 
strumentality to warm, and purify, and influence 
man's heart, that we are so earnest for its uni- 
rersal use, and not because it favours one set of 
doctrinal tenets more than another. We regret 
that we cannot dwell longer on these topics at 
present, but we hope to return to them again, for 
the present contenting ourselves with assuring 
our correspondent, that hundreds of thousands of 
Protestants have found the evangelical doctrines 
of the Bible to confer comfort in sickness and 
sorrow, strength in temptation, joy and peace in 
believing, growth in grace, support in death, and 
hope for eternity. 



We need scarcely st*te, though we sent a copy 
of our last number to the Rev. Mr. Kelsh, chal- 
lenging him to prove any of his charges against 
u3, that gentleman has not ventured to reply to 
it, well knowing that it was out of his power 
to point out one sentence in our paper from its 
commencement to justify any of the expression* 
lie has ventured to use in his published letter re- 
specting us. We only hope those opposed to the 
circulation of the Catholic Layman, feeling 
that they are unable to cope with it in a manjy 
manner by argument, will continue to use the same 
abusive language towards us, which we assure 
them we are able to bear in the calmest spirit, 
without the slightest exertion of either philoso- 
phy or Christian resignation. We should not 
have noticed such a letter at all, but that we be- 
liere that it is a fair sample of the language of 
those who would prevent the people from hearing 
bath sides, throughout the country. We rejoice 
to know that there are many of those who differ 
from us, yet who do wish to hear both sides, and 
it is for them we write. 



Corresponttcnce. 
ON OBIGEN AND PURGATORY. 

TO THE EDITOB OP THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 

Sir — I freely grant that the heretical opinions of Origen, 
founded on a fallacious principle, by which he maintains, 
that, after a fixed revolution of ages, the offences of Satan, 
and of his damned associates, will be pnrged away, and 
that they will then be restored to the friendship of God, were 
condemned hy the fifth general council, under Pope Vigi- 
lius ; but that Origen's commentaries on the Scriptures, 
and his books against Celsus, shared in this condemnation, 
I deny. The passages, which yon adduce from Epiphanins 
and Angiustinc, afford prima facie evidence, that they are 
directed against these heretical principles solely, and not 
against the Catholic doctrine of Purgatory. The necessity 
of Purgatory to those who die free fi-om all stains of sin, 
forms no part of Catholic doctrine ; the Church offers prayers 
and sacrifices for those only who die repentant in the 
Catholic and Christian communion, not for those " who," to 
use the words of St. Augustine, " have finished this life in 
scandalous crimes, and sacrileges, and impieties, the greatest 
possible." Neither can you show that a belief in the puri- 
fyins quality of hcH'a fire can have any place in Roman 
tIatUolic doctrine. Epiplianius docs not, in the slightest 
degree, impugn the doctrine of Purgatory, when he says, 
that " Origen dares to teach that the devil will again be 
what he once was, and will return to the same dignity;" 
on the contrary (in User. 75, sec. 3, Tom. 1, pa)?e 908,) he 
says — " that a part of the heresy of Anus consisted in his 
maintaining that the prayers, sUras, &c., of the living af- 
forded no relief to the dead." And it is not a little remark- 
able, that the objection started by this heretic against 
prayers for the dead in his time, is very nearly related to, 
if not the same with that urged against it by the anti-pur- 
gatorians of the present day: — "No one, then," says lie, 
" will live piously here, nor do any good action ; but he will 
engage some friends, cither by entreaties or by bestowing 
large sums of money on them, who may pray for him after 
death, that his wicked deeds might not be punished in the 
next world." To the orthodoxy of the quotation from 
Origen, you next object the opinion of some learned Ro- 
man Catholics; but we are here discussing the doctrine 
of the Catholic Church, not the doctrine of individual opi- 
nion. 

In Horn. 6,Exod.Tom. ii. page 1-18, Origen is peculiarly 
explicit, with regard to the doctrine of Purgatory, where 
he also, by a distinctive clause, points out the eternal con- 
demnation of the wicked, typified by the overthrow of the 
Egyptians in the Red Sea — "But," says he, "when we 
arrive at that place, he that shall bring many good works, 
and little that is evil, this evil the fire shall purify as it does 
lead, and the whole shall become pure gold. Ho that 
takes \vith him more of lead suffers the more, that he 
may be refined, and what little of gold there is after 
the purification remains. But should the whole mass 
he lead, that man must experience what is written — 
" The sea covered them ; they tank a» lead in the miyhly 
waters" — Exod. xv. 10. 

St. Cyprian, in Epist. 52, page 72, says — "It is one 
thing in punishment of sin to bo piu-iHed by long 
suffering and purged by long fire, and another to have 
expiated all sins by previous suffering," and thus bears 
testimony to the belief of a future purgation of souls, 
and the consequent doctrine of Purgatory. The pas- 
sago quoted by you, in page 82, Vol. 1. Catholic Lav- 
MAK, from Cyprian's Ep. to Demetrius, affords no con- 
tradiction to this doctrine — ^namely, "once gone hence, 
there is no more place for repentance ; no satisfaction can 
be accomplished ; it is here life is either lost or saved." St. 
Augastine teaches tlie same doctrine in many parts of his 
writings. In sermon 172, Do Verbis Apost., sect. 3 ; — 
Enchiridion, cap. 109, 110; Lib. 21, De Civit Dei. cap. 
13, 24, &e., he proves the practice of the Universal 
Church, in offering up prayers and sacrifices for the dead, 
affirming it to be a custom derived from the Fathers, and 
that they are offered for those who have not lived so well 
ta not to need such propitiations, nor so bad as to be in- 
capable of such reliefs after death ; and yet he tells us " no 
new merits are acquired l>y the dead," "but." says he, 
" these reliefe are atforded them on account of their former 
good actions." And he says again, " all that merit is pro- 
vided in this life, by which each person, who may be in need 
of prayers after death, can be relieved." These passages show 
that " it is here life 's either lost or saved," and fully ex- 
plain the words of St. Cyprian, and establish the orthodoxy 
of the extract from Origen ; so that my three witnesses 
are not only united most cordially in opinion, but I have, 
moreover, the accession of a fourth, whose testimony is 
invincible. 

I shall further add, although Augustine affirms that 
all that merit is provided in this life, and that no 
new merits are acquired by the dead ; yet, as an ad- 
ditional proof of the doctrine of Purgatory, he says — 
" Cleanse me so in this life, make me such, that I may not 
stand in need of that purifying fire, designed for those 
who shall be saved, yet so as by fire." Enarr in Fsalm 
xxxrii. Tom. 4, page 295. 

InpageSO, Vol. I. Catholic Latmas, after many vague 
opinions conceming the origin and object of these prayers, 
you allege that " Siej appear to have amounted, at most, 
to prayers that God would forgive them their «iiw, ac- 



companied by the hope that they might impart some coil- 
wlation and comfort to them," and with this admission yott 
connect the opinion of Pope Gregory the Great, that 
"Mis IS to be believed possible only so far an little sins."* 
Hence, we may justly conclude, that the primitive Chris- 
tians believed that some sins were forgiven in the world to 
come, which could not be in heaven (Rev. xxi. 27), nei- 
ther in hell, and, therefore, in a third place. The Purgatory 
of Roman Catholics means a middle state of souls, who 
have neither lived so innocently as to go straight to heaven, 
nor so ill as ^ be condemned to hell— tliat is, of those who 
have been guilty of " little «m.s ," and they holc|, as an 
article of faith, that these souls are helped by the' prayers 
of the faithful, and by the sacrifice of the altar : but the 
nature of the purifying fire and the term of its duration, 
form no points of doctrine. This doctrine, I find, htis beea 
taught by the Roman Church, ab antique, attested by th« 
evidence of the most learned Fathers of the Primitive 
Church, and confessed even by her enemies, whilst all ob- 
jections to it are confined to mere conjei'ture, speculation, 
theories, negative arguments, and the opinions of modem 
reformers or disguised heretics. In the article wliich you 
have promised on this head, I exiwct you wilt deal in clear, 
positive, and direct proofs ; and if you have any one 
stronger and more pointed than another, or than any of 
those heretofore used, by which you may be able to con- 
vince the Church of the folly and impiety of this doctrine, 
let it now be brought forth. 

With many apologies for having excee<led so far, in thesa 
observations, that brevity which is so desirable to you and 
tome. 

I remain. Sir, yours truly, &c., &c. 

Eu.1IO.VD PowBH. 

May 30th, 1853. 

It will be remeinbcred that the question we arc discussing 
is, " What testimony in support of the dogma of Purgatory 
can be adduced from any orthodox writer of the first three 
centuries ?" Mr. Power makes a hard battle not to givo 
up passages which he has cited from Origen, a condemned 
heretic, and which are owned, by learned Roman Catholic 
commentators on the places he quotes, to embody the very 
heresy in question. And we cannot blame him, for if ho 
parts with Origen, he will have very little left in the first 
three centuries to fall back upon. It is remarkable that 
men are often proud if they can trace their ancestry in 
some remote degree to a person whom they would ba 
ashamed to have for a father. We have heard of a gen- 
tleman who is very proud of being able to tritce Ms 
descent to a man who attempted to steal the crown jewels 
in the reign of Charles the Second. And though it is 
not considered very creditable to have one's own father 
hanged, yet many would be rather proud than otherwise 
if they could prove distinctly th.at one of their ancestors 
was hanged in the reign of Henry VIII. For as there 
are not many who can name their grcat-great-great-great- 
great grandfather, the few who can do so cannot aff'ord to 
bo too particular as to what kind of character this gentle- 
man bore. It is on the same principle that though, had 
M r. Power liveit within a couple of hundred years aficr 
Origen, he would have been much a.shamcd of seeming to 
.adopt his views on the state of the soul after death, yet at 
I his distance of time he thiuks it better to be able to trac« 
his doctrines to a heretic in the second century, than to 
have no trace of them there at all. The following, then, is 
s summary of the argument which li;is taken place between 
us and Mr. Power on the subject of Origen. 

Catholic f.aymaa. Did the Chiu-ch of the first thre* 
centuries believe in Piu*gatory? 

Mr. Power. Yes ; for Origen in the passages here pro- 
duced, speaks of certain temporary tortures to be endured 
by sinners after death. 

C. L. But Origen's doctrine on this subject was not ths 
doctrine of the Church ; for he believed that all future pun- 
ishments were temporary ; and his doctrines on this subject 
were condemned by (amongst others) Epiphanius and 
Augustine. 

Mr. P. The passages you cite from Epiphanius and 
Augustine do not disprove Purgatory ; they only pror* 
that it is heretical to believe that those who die in mortal 
sins, shall be restored to happiness after certain temporary 
torments ; but it does not follow that they who die repen- 
tant in the Catholic communion may not have certain 
temporary torments to endure. 

C. L. We did not cite these passages as an argument 
against Purgatory, but as an argument against Origen. 
They show that on the subject of future punishment tha 
views of Origen differed widely from those of the Chorclh 
All your citations from Origen therefore go for nothing, 
and until you have proved from orthodox writers of tha 
first three centuries^he e.xistcnce of those temporary tor- 
ments after death, our question as to the sentiments of tha 
primitive church on this subject remains unanswered. 

Sir. P. But Origen was orthodox, in believing that tba 
righteous shall endure certain temporary torments here- 
after ; although I own be was heretical in maintaining that 
the wicked, and that the devil himself, should have Iha 
benefit of the same Purgatory. 

C. h. — You are pleased to say so, but th'is is precisely 
what we want to have proved. Origen himself provides a 
Purgatory, as wellforthosa who died in mortal sin as thosa 
who did not : and certainly it would seem that if purgato- 
rial fires could cleanse away small sins, the same fires, a 
little hotter and a little longer endured, might cleanse away 



